
Whether you're overtaking, taking an exit on a dual
carriageway/motorway, or approaching a junction,
you need to prepare accordingly. 

Don't leave it to the last second—it could lead to
other road users colliding with you. It also puts
extra pressure and stress on you. 

Give yourself plenty of time by keeping your eyes
peeled for road signs that tell you where you need
to be in order to reach your destination. 

If you haven't got one, you might want to buy a sat
nav. It will give you the ability to plan your routes,
know which lanes you need to be in and avoid any
last minute panic. 

The next step on the agenda is to check your mirrors
and blindspots to make sure that your chosen lane is
clear enough for you to move into. 
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PREPAREPREPARE11..

Before you actually get into the Mirrors, Signal,
Manoeuvre part of changing lanes, you've got to
actually prepare yourself. 

2. CHECK MIRRORS AND BLINDSPOTS2. CHECK MIRRORS AND BLINDSPOTS

You need to check your interior mirror, left/right
mirror and blindspots for any potential hazards
before moving. 

Pay attention to cyclists and motorcyclists, as
they often weave through traffic—which is why
you should always look over your shoulder. 

Only change position if you can do so without
forcing others to slow down. If there's too much
traffic, stay patient and wait for another chance.

If it's still not clear, don't force your way through a
gap—it could cause an accident. If you've timed
everything too late, and there isn't enough space,
you'll have to continue on your way. 

3. SIGNAL YOUR INTENTIONS3. SIGNAL YOUR INTENTIONS

To warn any fast approaching vehicles, and other road
users in general, your next step will be to use your
indicators to let them know you're changing lanes. 

Once you've checked your mirrors and you're sure
it's safe, it's time to signal your intentions to other
road users with your indicators. 

The purpose of using your indicators is to help
other road users know what you're doing. They'll
need time to readjust their speed if necessary. 

If the roads are clear, you can choose not to
signal. But, just in case you miss anyone, you
might want to signal anyway. 

If you signal, but suddenly spot a driver fast
approaching, or attempting to overtake you,
cancel your indicator and wait until they've passed
you by. Then, check your mirrors and signal again. 

4. CHANGE LANES4. CHANGE LANES

As you've probably guessed, now that it's safe to do
so, the final step is for you to change lanes!

Maintain your speed (do not speed up!), keep a
firm grip on your steering wheel and smoothly
turn it towards the lane you're turning into.  

Don't swerve into your chosen lane. Doing so
could lead to you losing control of your vehicle
and surprising the road users behind you. 

Cancel your indicator once you've changed lanes
and try to regain your speed so that you're not
slowing anyone down in your lane. 

If you're overtaking another vehicle, you'll need
to change back to your original lane. Before you
move, check your mirrors and blindspots. Then,
signal and change lanes.  
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